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xii PREFACE TO THE SECOND ENLARGED EDITION 

the war were not available in this country. Additions and replacements, 
therefore, concern mainly quotations in text and footnotes where I can 
now use original instead of secondary sources. 

However, what I tried to do for source material, I could not do for the 
huge literature of recent years on Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia. Not 
even all of the more important contributions are mentioned. While I sin
cerely regret this omission, I left out of account, without regret, the rather 
voluminous literature of memoirs published by Nazi and other German 
functionaries after the end of the war. The dishonesty of this kind of apolo
getics is obvious and embarrassing but understandable, whereas the lack 
of comprehension they display of what actually happened, as well as of the 
roles the authors themselves played in the course of events, is truly aston
ishing. 

For kind permission to peruse and quote archival material, I thank the 
Hoover Library in Stanford, California, the Centre de Documentation 
Juive in Paris, and the Yiddish Scientific Institute in New York. Documents 
in the Nuremberg Trials are quoted with their Nuremberg File Number; 
other documents are referred to with indication of their present location 
and archival number. 

The two new chapters of this edition appeared before in the Review of 
Politics, July 1953, under the title, "Ideology and Terror, a Novel Form 
of Government," and in the Journal of Politics, February 1958, under the 
title, "Totalitarian Imperialism: Reflections on the Hungarian Revolution." 

The additions and enlargements of the present edition, with the excep
tion of the analysis of the Hungarian revolution, appeared first in the 
German edition published in 1955. Therefore they had to be translated and 
incorporated into the English edition. This difficult job of editing and 
translating was done by Mrs. Therese Pol, to whom I am greatly indebted. 

Hannah Arendt 
New York, April, 1958 
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146 IMPERIALISM 

1 . er p s, owever, while they express the bourgeoisie's 
ins mct1ve distrust of and its innate hostility to public affairs, are only a 
temporary compromise between the old standards of Western culture and the 
new class's faith in property as a dynamic, self-moving principle. The olg_. 
standards give way ta the extent that automatically growing wealth "actually_ 
replaces political action. 

Hobbes was the true, though never fully recognized, philosopher of the 
bourgeoisie because he realized that acquisition of wealth conceived as a 
never-ending process can be guaranteed only by the seizure of political power, 
for the accumulating process must sooner or later force open all existing 
territorial limits . He foresaw that a society which had entered the path of 
never-ending acquisition had to engineer a dynamic political organization 
capable of a corresponding never-ending process of power generation. He 
even, through sheer force of imagination, was able to outline the main psy
chological traits of the new type of man who would fit into such a society 
and its tyrannical body politic. He foresaw the necessary idolatry of power 
itself by this new human type, that he would be flattered at being called a 
power-thirsty animal, although actually society would force him to surrender 
all his natural forces, his virtues and his vices, and would make him the poor 
meek little fellow who has not even the right to rise against tyranny, and 
who, far from striving for power, submits to any existing government and 
does not stir even when his best friend falls an innocent victim to an incom
prehensible raison d'etat. 

For a Commonwealth based on the accumulated and monopolized power 
of all its individual members necessarily leaves each person powerless, de
prived of his natural and human capacities. It leaves him degraded into a 
cog in the power-accumulating machine, free to console himself with sub
lime thoughts about the ultimate destiny of this machine, which itself is 
constructed in such a way that it can devour the globe simply by following 
its own inherent law. 

The ultimate destructive purpose of this Commonwealth is at least in-
dicated in the philosophical interpretation of human equality as an "equality 
of ability" to kill. Living with all other nations "in the condition of a per
petuall war, and upon the confines of battle, with their frontiers armed, 
and canons planted against their neighbours round about," it has no other 
law of conduct but the "most conducing to [its] benefit" and will gradually 
devour weaker structures until it comes to a last war "which provideth for 
every man, by Victory, or Death." 
. ~y ~'Victory or De~th," the Leviathan can indeed overcome all political 

lim1tat1ons that go with the existence of other peoples and can envelop 
the whole earth in ~ts tyranny. But when the last war has come and every 
man has been provided for, no ultimate peace is established on earth: the 
power-accumulating machine, without which continual expansion would not 
have been achieved, needs more material to devour in its never-ending 
process. If the last victorious Commonwealth cannot proceed to '~the - -----------------
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e,!anets," ~t can only proceed to destroy itself in order to begin anew the 
never-endmg process of power generation. · 

III: The Alliance Between Mob and Capital 

WHEN IMPERIALISM entered the scene of politics with the scramble for Africa 
in the eightie_s, it was promoted by businessmen, opposed fiercely by the 
governments m power, and welcomed by a surprisingly large section of the 
educated classes.40 To the last it seemed to be God-sent, a cure for all evils, 
a?- easy p_anace~ for all conflicts. And it is true that imperialism in a sense 
did_ not disappomt t?ese hopes. _It gave a new lease on life to political and 
soc~~l structures which were qmte obviously threatened by new social and 
political forces and which, under other circumstances without the inter
ference o! imperialist developments, would hardly hav~ needed two world 
wars to disappear. 

. As matt~rs stoo?, imperialis!11 spirite~ away all troubles and produced 
that _deceptive feelmg of secu~i~, so_ umversal in pre-war Europe, which 
?eceived all but the most sensitive mmds. Peguy in France and Chesterton 
m England knew instinctively that they lived in a world of hollow pretense 
and that its stability ~?s the grea_test pretense of all. Until everything began 
to crumble, ~he stability of obviously outdated political structures was a 
fact, and the1r stubborn unconcerned longevity seemed to give the lie to 
thos~ who _fe~t the ground tremble under their feet. The solution of the riddle 3 
was _impenahs_m. The answ~r to. the fateful question: why did the European 
comity of nations allow this evil to spread until everything was destroyed 
the go~d as well as the bad, is that all governments knew very well that thei; 
countries were _se~retly disintegrating, that the body politic was being de
stroyed from withm, and that they lived on borrowed time. 

I?n.ocently ~nough, expansion appeared first as the outlet for excess 
~ap1tal production and offered a remedy, capital export.41 The tremendously 
mcreased weal~ ~ro~uced by capitalist production under a social system 
based on maldistnbution had resulted in "oversaving"-that is, the accu-

40 "Th S . ff . e erv_1ces o er the cleanest and most natural support to an aggressive foreign 
poh~y; expansion of the ~mpire appeals powerfully to the aristocracy and the pro
fess10nal classes by offering new and ever-growing fields for the honorable and 
profitable ~mP,,loymen! of their so~_s" (J. A. Hobson, "Capitalism and Imperialism in 
South Afnca, ·op: c1t.). ~t _was above all ... patriotic professors and publicists 
regardless ~f political a~hatio~ :in_d unmindful of personal economic interest" who 
spons_ored the outward 1mpenahstic thrusts of the '70ies and early '80ies" (Hayes, 
op. Cl!., p. 220). 

41 For this and the f~llowing see J. A. Hobson, Imperialism, who as early as 1905 
gave _a m~sterly_ ~nal~s1s ~f t_he driving economic forces and motives as well as of 
some of its po~1tical 1mphcat1ons. When, in 1938, his early study was republished 
Hobson could rightly state in his introduction to an unchanged text that his book wa~ 
real P;oof ~'that_ the chief perils and disturbances . . . of today . . . were all latent 
and d1scem1ble m the world of a generation ago. . . . " 
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mulation of capital which was condemned to idleness within the existing 
national capacity for production and consumption. This money was actually 
superfluous, needed by nobody though owned by a growing class of some-

/

bodies. The ensuing crises and depressions during the decades preceding 
the era of imperialism 42 had impressed upon the capitalists the thought 
that their whole economic system of production depended upon a supply 
and demand that from now on must come from "outside of capitalist so
ciety." 43 Such supply and demand came from inside the nation, so long as 
the capitalist system did not control all its classes together wih'l its entire 
productive capacity. When capitalism had pervaded the entire economic 
structure and all social strata had come into the orbit of its production and 
consumption system, capitalists clearly had to decide either to see the whole 
system collapse or to find new markets, that is, to penetrate new countries 
which were not yet subject to capitalism and therefore could provide a 
new noncapitalistic supply and demand. 

The decisive point about the depressions of the sixties and seventies, which 
initiated the era of imperialism, was that they forced the bourgeoisie to 
realize for the first time that the original sin of simple robbery, which cen-

, turies ago had made possible the "original accumulation of capital" (Marx) 
and had started all further accumulation, had eventually to be repeated lest 
the motor of accumulation suddenly die down. 44 In the face of this danger, 
which threatened not only the bourgeoisie but the whole nation with a 
catastrophic breakdown in production, capitalist producers understood that 
the forms and laws of their production system "from the beginning had 
been calculated for the whole earth." 45 

42 The obvious connection between the severe crises in the sixties in England and 
the seventies on the Continent and imperialism is mentioned in Hayes, op. cit., in a 
footnote only (on p. 219), and in Schuyler, op. cit., who believes that "a revival of 
interest in emigration was an important factor in the beginnings of the imperial 
movement" and that this interest bad been caused by "a serious depression in British 
trade and industry" toward the close of the sixties (p. 280). Schuyler also describes 
at some length the strong "anti-imperial sentiment of the mid-Victorian era." Un
fortunately, Schuyler makes no differentiation between the Commonwealth and the 
Empire proper, although the discussion of pre-imperialist material might easily have 
suggested such a differentiation. 

4 3 Rosa Luxemburg, Die Akkumulation des Kapitals, Berlin, 1923, p. 273. 
44 Rudolf Hilferding, Das Finanzkapital, Wien, 1910, p. 401, mentions--but does 

not analyze the implications of-the fact that imperialism "suddenly uses again the 
methods of the original accumulation of capitalistic wealth." 

45 According to Rosa Luxemburg's brilliant insight into the political structure of 
imperialism (op. cit., pp. 273 ff., pp. 361 ff.), the "historical process of the accumu
lation of capital depends in all its aspects upon the existence of noncapitalist social 
strata," so that "imperialism is the political expression of the accumulation of capital 
in its competition for the possession of the remainders of the noncapitalistic world." 
This essential dependence of capitalism upon a noncapitalistic world lies at the basis 
of all other aspects of imperialism, which then may be explained as the results of 
ovcrsaving and maldistribution (Hobson, op. cit.), as the result of overproduction 
and the consequent need for new markets (Lenin, Imperialism, the Last Stage of 
Capitalism, 1917), as the result of an undersupply of raw material (Hayes, op. cit.), 
or as capital export in order to equalize the national profit rate (Hilferding, op. cit.). 
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The first reaction to the saturated home market, lack of raw materials 

and growing crises, was export of capital. The owners of superfluous wealth 
first trie~ foreign in~estment without expansion and without political con
trol, which resulted m an unparalleled orgy of swindles, financial scandals, 
and stock-market speculation, all the more alarming since foreign invest
ments grew much more rapidly than domestic ones. 46 Big money resulting 
from oversaving paved the way for little money, the product of the little 
fellow's work. Domestic enterprises, in order to keep pace with high profits 
fro~ forei~ investment, turned likewise to fraudulent methods and attracte(\ 
an mcreasmg number of people who, in the hope of miraculous returns 
threw their money out of the window. The Panama scandal in France th; 
Griindungsschwindel in Germany and Austria, became classic exam'ples. 
Tremendo~s losses resulted from the promises of tremendous profits. The 
o~ers _of little money lost so much so quickly that the owners of superfluous 
big capital. soon ~aw themselves left alone in what was, in a sense, a battle
field. Havmg failed to change the whole society into a community of 
gamblers ~ey were a~ain superfluous, excluded from the normal process 
of production to which, after some turmoil, all other classes returned 
quietly, if somewhat impoverished and embittered.41 

Export of mo~ey and foreign investment as such are not imperialism and · 
do not necessanly lead to expansion as a political device. As long as the 
owner~ of superfluous capital were content with investing "large portions 
of therr property in foreign lands," even if this tendency ran "counter to 
all past traditions of nationalism," 48 they merely confirmed their alienation 
from the national body on which they were parasites anyway. Only when 
they demanded government protection of their investments ( after the initial 
stage_ of swindle h~d op~ned their eyes to the possible use of politics against 
the nsks of gambling) did they re:enter the_l~e of the nation. In this appeal, 
howeve~, they f~l_lowe_d ~e e_stabhshed ~adition of bourgeois society, always 
to ~onside~ P?l~tical mstitut10ns exclusively as an instrument for the pro
tection of mdmdual property. 49 Only the fortunate coincidence of the rise 

• 
46 Accord~ng to Hilferding, op. cit., p. 409, note, the British income from foreign 

mvestment mcr~as_ed ninefold while national income doubled from 1865 to 1898. 
He ~ssu?1es a similar though probably less marked increase for German and French 
foreign mvestments. 

•: For France see George Lachapelle, Les Finances de la Troisieme Republique, 
Pans, 1937, and D. W. Brogan, The Development of Modern France New York 
19~1. For ~ermany, compare the interesting contemporary testimonies like Ma~ 
Wirth, Gesch1chte der Handelskrisen, 1873, chapter 15, and A. Schaeffle "Der 'grosse 
Boersenkrach' des Jahres 1873" in Zeitschrift fur die gesamte Staalswissenschaft 
1874, Band 30. ' 

48 J. A. Hobson, "Capitalism and Imperialism," op. cit. 
~

9 See !filferding, _op. cit., ~- 406. '_'Hence the_ cry for strong state power by all capi
talists wtth vested mteres_ts m foreign countries. . . . Exported capital feels safest 
when the state power of its own country rules the new domain completely. . . . Its 
profits should be guaranteed by the state if possible. Thus, exportation of capital 
favors an in;1-1~erialist policy." P. 423: "It is a matter of course that the attitude of 
the bourgeoisie toward the state undergoes a complete change when the political 
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of a new class of property holders and the industrial revolution had made 
the bourgeoisie producers and stimulators of production. As long as it ful
filled this basic function in modern society, which is essentially a community 
of producers, its wealth had an important function for the nation as a whole. 
The owners of superfluous capital were the first section of the class to want 
profits without fulfilling some real social function--cven if it was the func
tion of an exploiting producer-and whom, consequently, no police could 
ever have saved from the wrath of the people. 

'U· Expansion then was an escape not only for superfluous capital. More 
.. mportant, it protected its owners ~~ainst the menacing prospe~~ of remain-

ng entirely superfluous and paras1t1cal. It saved the bourge01s1e from the 
consequences of maldistribution and revitalized its concept of ownership 
at a time when wealth could no longer be used as a factor in production 
within the national framework and had come into conflict with the produc
tion ideal of the community as a whole. 

Older than the superfluous wealth was another by-product of capitalist 
production: the human debris that every crisis, following inyariably upon 
each period of industrial growth, eliminated permanently from producing 
society. Men who had become permanently idle were as superfluous to the 
community as the owners of superfluous wealth. That they were an actual 
menace to society had been recognized throughout the nineteenth century 
and their export had helped to populate the dominions of Canada and 
Australia as well as the United States. The new fact in the imperialist era 

. is that these two superfluous forces, superfluous capital and superfluous 
working power, joined hands and left the country together. The concept 
of expansion, the export of government power and annexation of every 
territory in which nationals had invested either their wealth or their work, 
seemed the only alternative to increasing losses in wealth and population. 
Imperialism and its idea of unlimited expansion seemed to offer a permanent 
remedy for a permanent evil.50 

Ironically enough, the first country in which superfluous wealth and 

power of the state becomes a competitive instrument for the finance capital in the 
world market. The bourgeoisie had been hostile to the state in its fight against eco
nomic mercantilism and political absolutism .... Theoretically at least, economic 
life was to be completely free of state intervention; the state was to confine itself 
politically to the safeguarding of security and the establishment of civil equality." 
P. 426: "However, the desire for an expansionist policy causes a revolutionary change 
in the mentality of the bourgeoisie. It ceases to be pacifist and humanist." P. 470: 
"Socially, expansion is a vital condition for the preservation of capitalist society; eco
nomically, it is the condition for the preservation of, and temporary increase in, the 
profit rate." 

:;o These motives were especially outspoken in German imperialism. Among the 
first activities of the Alldeutsche Verband (founded in 1891) were efforts to prevent 
German emigrants from changing their citizenship, and the first imperialist speech of 
William II, on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the foundation of the 
Reich, contained the following typical passage: "The German Empire has become a 
World Empire. Thousands of our compatriots live everywhere, in distant parts of the 
earth. . . . Gentlemen, it is your solemn duty to help me unite this greater German 
Empire with our native country." Compare also J. A. Froude's statement in note 10. 
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superfluous men were brought together was itself becoming superfluous. 
South Africa had been in British possession since the beginning of the cen
tury because it assured the maritime road to India. The opening of the 
Suez Canal, however, and the subsequent administrative conquest of Egypt, 
lessened considerably the importance of the old trade station on the Cape. 
The British would, in all probability, have withdrawn from Africa just as 
all European nations had done whenever their possessions and trade in
terests in India were liquidated .. 

The particular irony and, in a sense, symbolical circumstance in the un
expected development of South Africa into the "culture-bed of Imperial- · 
ism" 51 lies in the very nature of its sudden attractiveness when it had lost 
all value for the Empire proper: diamond fields were discovered in the 
seventies and large gold mines in the eighties. The new desire for profit-at
any-price converged for the first time with the old fortune hunt. Prospectors, 
adventurers, and the scum of the big cities emigrated to the Dark Continent 
along with capital from industrially developed countries. From now on, the 
mob, begotten by the monstrous accumulation of capital, accompanied its 
begetter on those voyages of discovery where nothing was discovered but 
new possibilities for investment. The owners of superfluous wealth were the 1 
only men who could use the superfluous men who came from the four 
corners of the earth. Together they established the first paradise of parasites 
whose lifeblood was gold. Imperialism, the product of superfluous money 
and superfluous men, began its startling career by producing the most l, 
superfluous and unreal goods. 

It may still be doubtful whether the panacea of expansion would have 
become so great a temptation for non-imperialists if it had offered its 
dangerous solutions only for those superfluous forces which, in any case, 
were already outside the nation's body corporate. The complicity of all 
parliamentary parties in imperialist programs is a matter of record. The 
history of the British Labor Party in this respect is an almost unbroken 
chain of justifications of Cecil Rhodes' early prediction: "The workmen 
find that although the Americans are exceedingly fond of them, and are 
just now exchanging the most brotherly sentiments with them yet are shutting 
out their goods. The workmen also find that Russia, France and Germany 
locally are doing the same, and the workmen see that if they do not look 
out they will have no place in the world to trade at all. And so the workmen 
have become Imperialist and the Liberal Party are following." 112 In Ger
many, the liberals (and not the Conservative Party) were the actual pro
moters of that famous naval policy which contributed so heavily to the out
break of the first World War.53 The Socialist Party wavered between active 

51 E. H. Damce, The Victorian Illusion, London, 1928, p. 164: "Africa, which had 
been included neither in the itinerary of Saxondom nor in the professional philosophers 
of imperial history, became the culture-bed of British imperialism." 

11 2 Quoted from Millin, op. cit. 
58 "The liberals, and not the Right of Parliament, were the supporters of the naval 

policy." Alfred von Tirpitz, Erinnerungen, 1919. See also Daniel Frymann (pseud. for 
Heinrich Class), Wenn ich der Kaiser wiir, 1912: "The true imperial party is the Na-
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support of the imperialist naval policy (it repeatedly voted funds for ~e 
building of a German navy after 1906) and complete neglect of all ques
tions of foreign policy. Occasional warnings against the Lumpenproletariat, 
and the possible bribing of sections of the working class with crumbs from 
the imperialist table, did not lead to a deeper understanding of the great 
•appeal which the imperialist programs had to the rank and file of the party. 

n Marxist terms the new phenomenon of an alliance between mob and 
capital seemed so unnatural, so obviously in conflict with the doctrine of 
class struggle, that the actual dangers of the imperialist attempt-to divide 
mankind into master races and slave races, into higher and lower breeds, 
into colored peoples and white men, all of which were attempts to unify 
the people on the basis of the mob-were completely overlooked. Even the 
breakdown of international solidarity at the outbreak of the first World War 
did not disturb the complacency of the socialists and their faith in the 
proletariat as such. Socialists were still probing the economic laws of im
perialism when imperialists had long since stopped obeying them, when in 
overseas countries these laws had been sacrificed to the "imperial factor" 
or to the "race factor," and when only a few elderly gentlemen in high 

nance still believed in the inalienable rights of the profit rate. 
The curious weakness of popular opposition to imperialism, the numerous 

inconsistencies and outright broken promises of liberal statesmen, frequently 
ascribed to opportunism or bribery, have other and deeper causes. Neither 
opportunism nor bribery could have persuaded a man like Gladstone to 
break his promise, as the leader of the Liberal Party, to evacuate Egypt 
when he became Prime Minister. Half consciously and hardly articulately, 
these men shared with the people the conviction that the national body 
itself was so deeply split into classes, that class struggle was so universal a 
characteristic of modern political life, that the very cohesion of the nation 
was jeopardized. Expansion again appeared as a lifesaver, if and insofar as 
it could provide a common interest for the nation as a whole, and it is mainly 
for this reason that imperialists were allowed to become "parasites upon 
patriotism." 54 

Partly, of course, such hopes still belonged with the old vicious practice of 
"healing" domestic conflicts with foreign adventures. The difference, how
ever, is marked. Adventures are by their very nature limited in time and 
space; they may succeed temporarily in overcoming conflicts, although as 
a rule they fail and tend rather to sharpen them. From the very beginning 
the imperialist adventure of expansion appeared to be an eternal solution, 
because expansion was conceived as unlimited. Furthermore, imperialism 
was not an adventure in the usual sense, because it depended less on na
tionalist slogans than on the seemingly solid basis of economic interests. 
In a society of clashing interests, where the common good was identified 

tional Liberal Party." Frymann, a prominent German chauvinist during the first World 
War, even adds with respect to the conservatives: "The aloofness of conservative milieus 
with regard to race doctrines is also worthy of note." 

54 Hobson, op. cit., p. 61. 
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with the sum total of individual interests ex ansion as such a eared to be 
a'"' possi le common interest of the nation as a whole, Since the owning and ' 
dommant classes had convinced eve-rybody that economic interest and the 
passion for ownership are a sound basis for the body politic, even non
imperialist statesmen were easily persuaded to yield when a common eco
nomic interest appeared on the horizon. 

These then are the reasons why nationalism developed so clear a tendency 
toward imperialism, the inner contradichon of dte two rtnc1 les notwtth- * 
s~n 

1
m& · e more 1 :.. tte nations were for the incorporation of foreign 

p op es ( which contradicted the constitution of their own body politic), 
the more they were tempted to oppress them. In theory, there is an abyss 
between nationalism and imperialism; in practice, it can and has been 
bridged by tribal nationalism and outright racism. From the beginning, 
imperialists in all countries preached and boasted of their being "beyond 
the parties," and the only ones to speak for the nation as a whole. This was 
especially true of the Central · and Eastern European countries. with few 
or no overseas holdings; there the alliance between mob and capital took 
place at home and resented even more bitterly ( and attacked much more 
violently) the national institutions and all national parties. 56 

The contemptuous indifference of imperialist politicians to domestic 
issues was marked everywhere, however, and especially in England. While 
"parties above parties" like the Primrose League were of secondary in
fluence, imperialism was the chief cause of the degeneration of the two-party 
system into the Front Bench system, which led to a "diminution of the power 
of opposition" in Parliament and to a growth of "power of the Cabinet as 
against the House of Commons." 57 Of course this was also carried through 
as a policy beyond the strife of parties and particular interests, and by men 
who claimed to speak for the nation as a whole. Such language was bound 
to attract and delude precisely those persons who still retained a spark of 
political idealism. The cry for unity resembled exactly the battle cries which 
had always led peoples to war; and yet, nobody detected in the universal 
and permanent instrument of unity the germ of universal and permanent war. 

Government officials engaged more actively than any other group in the 
nationalist brand of imperialism and were chiefly responsible for the con
fusion of imperialism with nationalism. The nation-states had created and 
depended upon the civil services as a permanent body of officials who served 

55 Hobson, op. cit., was the first to recognize both the fundamental opposition of 
imperialism and nationalism and the tendency of nationalism to become imperialist. 
He called imperialism a perversion of nationalism "in which nations . . . transform 
the wholesome stimulative rivalry of various national types into the cut-throat 
struggle of competing empires" (p. 9.). 

so See chapter viii. 
57 Hobson, op. cit., pp. 146 ff.-"There can be no doubt that the power of the 

Cabinet as against the House of Commons has grown steadily and rapidly and it 
appears to be still growing," noticed Bryce in 1901, in Studies in History and Juris
prudence, 1901, I, 177. For the working of the Front Bench system see also Hilaire 
Belloc and Cecil Chesterton, The Party System, London, 1911. 
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regardless of class interest and governmental changes. Their professional 
honor and self-respect--especially in England and Germany-derived from 
their being servants of the nation as a whole. They were the only group with 
a direct interest in supporting the state's fundamental claim to independence 
of classes and factions. That the authority of the nation-state itself depended 
largely on the economic independence and political neutrality of its civil 
servants becomes obvious in our time; the decline of nations has invariably 
started with the corruption of its permanent administration and the general 
conviction that civil servants are in the pay, not of the state, but of the 
owning classes. At the close of the century the owning classes had become 
so dominant that it was almost ridiculous for a state employee to keep up 
the pretense of serving the nation. Division into classes left them outside 
the social body and forced them to form a clique of their own. In the 
colonial services they escaped the actual disintegration of the national body. 
In ruling foreign peoples in faraway countries, they could much better pre
tend to be heroic servants of the nation, "who by their services had glorified 
the British race," 58 than if they had stayed at home. The colonies were no 
longer simply "a vast system of outdoor relief for the upper classes" as 
James Mill could still describe them; they were to become the very backbone 
of British nationalism, which discovered in the domination of distant coun
tries and the rule over strange peoples the only way to serve British, and 
nothing but British, interests. The services actually believed that "the pe
culiar genius of each nation shows itself nowhere more clearly than in their 
system of dealing with subject races." 59 

The truth was that only far from home could a citizen of England, Ger
many, or France be nothing but an Englishman or German or Frenchman. 
In his own country he was so entangled in economic interests or social 
loyalties that he felt closer to a member of his class in a foreign country 
than to a man of another class in his own. Expansion gave nationalism a 
new lease on life and therefore was accepted as an instrument of national 
politics. The members of the new colonial societies and imperialist leagues 
felt "far removed from the strife of parties," and the farther away they 
moved the stronger their belief that they "represented only a national pur
pose." 60 This shows the desperate state of the European nations before 
imperialism, how fragile their institutions had become, how outdated their 
social system proved in the face of man's growing capacity to produce. The 

6 8 Lord Curzon at the unveiling of Lord Cromer's memorial tablet. See Lawrence 
J. Zetland, Lord Cromer, 1932, p. 362. 

59 Sir Hesketh Bell, op. cit., Part I, p. 300. 
The same sentiment prevailed in the Dutch colonial services. "The highest task, the 

task without precedent is that which awaits the East Indian Civil Service official . . . 
it should be considered as the highest honor to serve in its ranks . . . , the select 
body which fulfills the mission of Holland overseas." See De Kat Angelino, Colonial 
Policy, Chicago, 1931, II, 129. 

60 The President of the German "Kolonialverein," Hohenlohe-Langenburg, in 1884. 
See Mary E. Townsend, Origin of Modern German Colonialism. 1871-1885, 1921. 
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means for preservation were desperate too, and in the end the remedy proved 
worse than the evil-which, incidentally, it did not cure. 

The alliance between capital and mob is to be found at the genesis of 
every consistently imperialist policy. In some countries, particularly in 
Great Britain, this new alliance between the much-too-rich and the much
too-poor was and remained confined to overseas possessions. The so-called 
hypocrisy of British policies was the result of the good sense of English 
statesmen who drew a sharp line between colonial methods and normal 
domestic policies, thereby avoiding with considerable success the feared 
boomerang effect of imperialism upon the homeland. In other countries 
particularly in Germany and Austria, the alliance took effect at home i~ 
the form of pan-movements, and to a lesser extent in France, in a so-called 
col~n~al policy. The aim of these "movements" was, so to speak, to im
penahze the whole nation (and not only the "superfluous" part of it), to 
combine domestic and foreign policy in such a way as to organize the nation 
for the looting of foreign territories and the permanent degradation of alien 
peoples. 

T~e rise of the mob out of the capitalist organization was observed early, 
and Its growth carefully and anxiously noted by all great historians of the 
nineteenth century. Historical pessimism from Burckhardt to Spengler springs 
essentially from this consideration. But what the historians, sadly pre
occupied with the phenomenon in itself, failed to grasp was that the mob 
could not be identified with the growing industrial working class, and cer
tainly not with the people as a whole, but that it was composed actually of 
the refuse of all classes. This composition made it seem that the mob and 
its representatives had abolished class differences, that those, standing out
side the class-divided nation were the people itself ( the Volksgemeinschaft, 
as the Nazis would call it) rather than its distortion and caricature. The 
historica! pessimists understood the essential irresponsibility of this new 
social stratum, and they also correctly foresaw the possibility of converting 
democracy into a despotism whose tyrants would rise from the mob and 
lean on it for support. What they failed to understand was that the mob is 
not only the refuse but also the by-product of bourgeois society, directly 
produced by it and therefore never quite separable from it. They failed for 
this reason to notice high society's constantly growing admiration for the 
~nderw~rld, which runs like a red thread through the nineteenth century, 
Its c?ntmuous step-by-step retreat on all questions of morality, and its 
growmg taste for the anarchical cynicism of its offspring. At the turn of the 
century, the Dreyfus Affair showed that underworld and high society in 
France were so closely bound together that it was difficult definitely to place 
any of the "heroes" among the Anti-Dreyfusards in either category. ' 

This feeling of kinship, the joining together of begetter and offspring, 
already classically expressed in Balzac's novels, antedates all practical eco
nomic, political, or social considerations and recalls those fundamental 
psychological traits of the new type of Western man that Hobbes outlined 
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three hundred years ago. But it is true that it was mainly due to the insights, 
acquired by the bourgeoisie during the crises and depressions which pre
ceded imperialism, that high society finally admitted its readiness to accept 
the revolutionary change in moral standards which Hobbes's "realism" had 
proposed, and which was now being proposed anew by the mob and its 
leaders. The very fact that the "original sin" of "original accumulation of 
capital" would need additional sins to keep the system going was far more 
effective in persuading the bourgeoisie to shake off the restraints of Western 
tradition than either its philosopher or its underworld. It finally induced the 
German bourgeoisie to throw off the mask of hypocrisy and openly confess 
its relationship to the mob, calling on it expressly to champion its property 
interests. 

It is significant that this should have happened in Germany. In England 
and Holland the development of bourgeois society had progressed relatively 
quietly and the bourgeoisie of these countries enjoyed centuries of security 
and freedom from fear. Its rise in France, however, was interrupted by a 
great popular revolution whose consequences interfered with the bour
geoisie's· enjoyment of supremacy. In Germany, moreover, where the bour
geoisie did not reach full development until the latter half of the nineteenth 
century, its rise was accompanied from the start by the growth of a revolu
tionary working-class movement with a tradition nearly as old as its own. 
It was a matter of course that the less secure a bourgeois class felt in its own 
country, the more it would be tempted to shed the heavy burden of hypoc
risy. High society's affinity with the mob came to light in France earlier 
than in Germany, but was in the end equally strong in both countries. 
France, however, because of her revolutionary traditions and her relative 
lack of industrialization, produced only a relatively small mob, so that her 
bourgeoisie was finally forced to look for help beyond the frontiers and to 

, ally itself with Hitler Germany. 
Whatever the precise nature of the long historical evolution of the bour

geoisie in the various European countries, the political principles of the 
mob, as encountered in imperialist ideologies and totalitarian movements, 
betray a surprisingly strong affinity with the political attitudes of bourgeois 
society, if the latter are cleansed of hypocrisy and untainted by concessions 
to Christian tradition. What more recently made the nihilistic attitudes of 
the mob so intellectually attractive to the bourgeoisie is a relationship of 
principle that goes far beyond the actual birth of the mob. 

In other words, the disparity between cause and effect which character
ized the birth of imperialism has its reasons. The occasion-superfluous 
wealth created by overaccumulation, which needed the mob's help to find 
safe and profitable investment-set in motion a force that had always lain 
in the basic structure of bourgeois society, though it had been hidden by 
nobler traditions and by that blessed hypocrisy which La Rochefoucauld 
called the compliment vice pays to virtue. At the same time, completely un
principled power politics could not b~ played until a mass of people was 
available who were fr~ of all principles and so large numerically that they 
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surpassed the ability of state and society to take care of them. The fact that 
this mob could be used only by imperialist politicians and inspired only by 
racial doctrines made it appear as though imperialism alone were able to 
settle the grave domestic, social, and economic problems of modern times. 

The philosophy of Hobbes, it is true, contains nothing of modern race 
doctrines, which not only stir up the mob, but in their totalitarian form out
line very clearly the forms of organization through which humanity could 
carry the endless process of capital and power accumulation through to its 
logical end in self-destruction. But Hobbes at least provided political thought 
with the prerequisite for all race doctrmes, that 1s, the exclusion m nnc1 le 
o w 1c cons 1tutes the so e re latin idea of inter
nat10na aw. With the assumpt10n at oreign politics is necessarily outside 
of"tl'ie human contract, engaged in the perpetual war of all against all, which 
is the law of the "state of nature," Hobbes affords the best possible theoretical 
foundation for those naturalistic ideologies which hold nations to be tribes, 
separated from each other by nature, without any connection whatever, 
unconscious of the solidarity of mankind and having in common only the 
instinct for self-preservation which man shares with the animal world. If 
the idea of humanity, of which the most conclusive symbol is the common 
origin of the human species, is no longer valid, then nothing is more plausible 
than a theory according to which brown, yellow, or black races are descended 
from some other species of apes than the white race, and that all together 
are predestined by nature to war against each other until they have dis
appeared from the face of .the earth. 

If it should prove to be 'true that we are imprisoned in Hobbes's endless 
process of power accumulation, then the organization of the mob will in
evitably take the form of transformation of nations into races, for there is, 
under the conditions of an accumulating society, no other unifying bond 
available between individuals who in the very process of power accumulation 
and expansion are losing all natural connections with their fellow-men. 

Racism may indeed carry out the doom of the Western world and, for 
that matter, of the whole of human civilization. When Russians have become 
Slavs, when Frenchmen have assumed the role of commanders of a force 
noire, when Englishmen have turned into "white men," as already for a 
disastrous spell all Germans became Aryans, then this change will itself 
signify the end of Western man. For no matter what learned scientists may 
say, race is, politically speaking, not the beginning of humanity but its end, 
not the origin of peoples but their decay, not the natural birth of man but 
his unnatural death. 
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